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Bangladesh is standing at a crucial crossroads in its history. She has celebrated the 
birth centenary of the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
and the golden jubilee of its independent existence, respectively in 2020 and 2021. 
Soon she will graduate from the least developed countries (LDCs) group to 
middle-income countries. A basket case, once called by Henry Kissinger, has 
recently extended its helping hand to Sri Lanka, struggling in the post-pandemic 
economic recession. Miracles are taking place in the infrastructural sector and the 
use of technology is undergoing tremendous change in the last decade or so. 
However, we have some challenges to overcome, such as climate change, the 
refugee crisis, etc. We are not overlooking these problems. Nonetheless, we want to 
celebrate our achievements so that we can reinvigorate ourselves to work further 
for our motherland. 

On November 24, 2026, Bangladesh will graduate from the LDCs list of which she 
became a member in December 1975. It recognises the fulfillment of all three 
graduation criteria i.e. gross national income (GNI) per capita, Human Asset Index, 
and Economic Vulnerability Index. It shows the impressive performance of 
Bangladesh in the field of the major socio-economic sectors of development. 
Bangladesh has long ago surpassed Pakistan in terms of GDP and recently left India 
behind.

The amazing track record of Bangladesh on various social development indicators 
such as education, healthcare, social safety network, etc has demonstrated its 
tenacity of purpose. For instance, life expectancy is 72.6 years, a great leap forward 
from 46.6 in 1972. Moreover, in terms of female literacy, Bangladesh (72 percent) 
is ahead of India (66 percent) and noticeably more advanced than Pakistan (46 
percent). In South Asia, Bangladesh is number one in women's empowerment. In 
addition to that, the female participation rate in the labor force of Bangladesh is 36 
percent which is higher than that of Pakistan (21.9 percent) and India (21.5 
percent). Similarly, its infant mortality stands at 26 deaths per 1,000 births, which 
is lower than India’s (28) and Pakistan’s (67). In 1971, the infant mortality rate was 
158. In this regard, Bangladesh has achieved tremendous progress in the last 
fifty-two years. Here the fertility rate is also much lower than that of India and 
Pakistan. World Bank data indicate an astonishing improvement in primary 
education. Now almost every child goes to school. The dropout rate is also 
diminishing.

Foreword



Apart from the worm’s eye view i.e. impact on an individual level, if we cast a 
bird’s eye view, that is to say- a broader picture, we will witness a huge leap 
forward in infrastructure, for instance, Padma bridge, metro rail, highways, etc. No 
nation could develop economically if its infrastructure is poor. No industrialization 
is possible without it.

Bangladesh realizes its importance and invests a large amount of the national 
budget into this sector. Businesses and people, in general, are getting their benefits. 
A country devastated by the Pakistan Occupation Forces during the Liberation War 
in 1971 has performed an infrastructure miracle.

The Bangladesh success story has become possible due mainly to the government's 
policies, incentives, and aid in the past decade and a half to ramp up economic 
development. On top of that, maintaining political stability for such a long period, 
creating a business-friendly environment, and extensive diplomatic efforts to bring 
investment to Bangladesh have come to fruition. 

However, Bangladesh is beset with problems that we need to address and solve. 
That does not mean our situation is as gloomy as it is propagated by certain 
quarters. We are marching in the right direction- though the pace could be 
accelerated in some sectors. We could have fared better in health and education 
which are the backbone of our nation.

Empowerment through Law of the Common People (popularly known as ELCOP) 
has undertaken a research project titled ‘Human Rights Situation in Bangladesh’ to 
evaluate the overall socio-economic development and human rights condition. As a 
part of this project, we have decided to publish a series of research papers on 
various socioeconomic issues, the present paper being one of those

Before bidding adieu, we want to emphasize that economic development is a series 
of wagons of a train, while civil and political freedom is the engine. One is 
meaningless without the other. Nobel-winning economist and philosopher Amartya 
Sen discussed it in his germinal book ‘Development as Freedom’. He argues that 
“[d]evelopment consists of the removal of various types of unfreedoms that leave 
people with little choice and little opportunity of exercising their reasoned agency.” 
It seems to be written to theorize the journey of Bangladesh. Economically 
Bangladesh is trying hard to remove the obstacles of unfreedoms that hinder the 
progress of its citizens. Politically speaking, Bangladesh is the most modern 
nation-state in South Asia and fought for its independence in the hope of attaining 
civil, political, and economic freedoms. So far, she has done a commendable job.



With these few words, I am delighted to introduce this paper to the readers. I 
believe it will be of interest to anyone who would drive in the domain of the 
socio-economic development of Bangladesh. I hope it will give a true picture of the 
progress in Bangladesh. With the needs of general readers in mind, this paper has 
deliberately tried to keep it as nontechnical as possible. Lastly, I wish for its wide 
readership. 

Professor Mizanur Rahman, PhD
Chairman, Empowerment through Law of the Common People & 
Former Chairman, National Human Rights Commission, Bangladesh
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ELCOP Bangladesh Review, Paper Number 04, 2023

Education is a fundamental right and a powerful tool for socio-economic development. 
Recognizing the importance of education, the international community, through the United 
Nations' Sustainable Development Goals, set a target to achieve universal primary education 
by 2015. Bangladesh, a country with a rich cultural heritage and a growing economy, embraced 
this significant goal and undertook notable efforts to implement this goal of ‘Education for 
All’. The aim of this goal is to ensure sustainable development. Bangladesh has a constitutional 
obligation to ensure education for all. This paper tries to delve into the success story of 
Bangladesh in achieving the goal ‘Education for all’. Additionally, it explores the strategies and 
policies implemented by the country and the impact of various initiatives. Then it attempts to 
gain a comprehensive understanding of the progress made by Bangladesh, the challenges it has 
faced and the way forward for sustaining educational success in the country. 
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them to tackle the challenges posed by climate change.19  With a focus on fulfilling 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) set by the United Nations, particularly 
Goal 4: Quality Education, Bangladesh has demonstrated commendable progress 
in improving access to education, enhancing educational quality, and promoting 
inclusivity. One such initiative is the National Education Policy (NEP) 2010, which 
focuses on competency-based education and aims to provide students with the 
necessary skills and knowledge to thrive in the 21st century. The NEP places 
emphasis on critical thinking, problem-solving, and practical skills development. 
Moreover, Bangladesh has made substantial investments in teacher training and 
capacity building. Programs such as the Secondary Education Quality and Access 
Enhancement Project (SEQAEP) have trained thousands of teachers, equipped 
them with modern teaching techniques, and improved their pedagogical skills. 
These efforts have contributed to a more interactive and student-centered learning 
environment, fostering creativity and innovation among learners.20 
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Figure in the Parentheses Indicates Public Institution
Source: Bangladesh Education Statistics 202123
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Figure in the Parentheses Indicates Percentage of Girls Student
Source: Bangladesh Education Statistics 202124

Net enrolment rate in primary education 2010 – 2015
Source: Bangladesh Education Statistics 202125



ELCOP Bangladesh Review, Paper Number 04, 2023

14

Year
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015

46.69
46.39
46.72
47.00
46.78
47.00

53.31
53.61
53.28
53.16
53.22
53.31

Boys Girls

Participation rate in secondary education 2010 – 2015
Source: Bangladesh Education Statistics 202126 



ELCOP Bangladesh Review, Paper Number 04, 2023

15

Source: The Good Feed29



ELCOP Bangladesh Review, Paper Number 04, 2023

16



ELCOP Bangladesh Review, Paper Number 04, 2023

17



ELCOP Bangladesh Review, Paper Number 04, 2023

18

Source: New Age33



ELCOP Bangladesh Review, Paper Number 04, 2023

19

Source: Dhaka Tribune36



ELCOP Bangladesh Review, Paper Number 04, 2023

20

2.7
million girls
are receiving stipend

at secondary and
higher secondary level

51%
female
student in
primary
schools

female
student in
secondary

schools

53%

Girl’s Education and The Gender Perspective

Source: Bangladesh Towards Inclusive and Equitable Education- CRI38



ELCOP Bangladesh Review, Paper Number 04, 2023

21



ELCOP Bangladesh Review, Paper Number 04, 2023

22



ELCOP Bangladesh Review, Paper Number 04, 2023

23

Expenditure by education divsions as a percent of GDP
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